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Research Progress and Tissue Engineering Applications of
Stimuli-responsive Polymer Hydrogel Microspheres
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Abstract: Stimuli-responsive polymer hydrogel microspheres, as functional materials with tunable
structures and dynamic regulatory capabilities, have demonstrated significant potential in bone tissue
engineering, including applications in bone defect repair, osteoporosis treatment, anti-infection therapy
for osteomyelitis, and osteoarthritis regulation. This review focuses on the material systems and structural
design of stimuli-responsive polymer hydrogel microspheres. The main categories, including temperature-,
pH-, light-, and multi-responsive systems, and their underlying mechanisms are systematically
summarized. Particular emphasis is placed on microsphere fabrication strategies, such as emulsion, spray,
and microfluidic methods, and their structural regulation approaches. On this basis, recent advances in
their biomedical engineering applications, including bone defect repair, anti-infection regulation, and
osteogenesis promotion, are comprehensively reviewed and classified from the perspectives of functional
integration and mechanisms of action. Furthermore, the current challenges are discussed, including limited
response precision, insufficient adaptability to complex in vivo environments, and trade-offs between
structural stability and functional performance. Finally, future perspectives are proposed, highlighting
multi-stimuli synergistic systems, refined structural designs, and clinical translation.
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Schematic 1 Application of stimulus-responsive hydrogel
microspheres in bone tissue therapy
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Figure 1 (a) Schematic illustration of sol-gel transition mechanism of thermos-responsive hydrogels[25] (Reprinted under
the terms of CC-BY Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, Copyright (2025) the Authors, published by
Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute); (b) Thermosensitive injectable CNC-g-PNIPAM hydrogel demonstrating sol-gel
transition and application for local drug delivery (Reprinted with permission from Ref. [27]; Copyright (2024) Elsevier)
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Figure 2 (a) Structural evolution of pH-responsive hydrogels under different pH conditions (Reprinted with permission from
Ref. [30]; Copyright (2017) Elsevier); (b) Preparation of a pH-responsive injectable and self-healing CS-CA hydrogel and its pH-
dependent controlled release application (Reprinted with permission from Ref. [31]; Copyright (2024) Elsevier)
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Figure 3 Schematic illustration of the design and cancer therapy mechanisms of PNFMA/GelMA hydrogels (Reprinted with

permission from Ref. [8]; Copyright (2025) Elsevier)
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Figure 4 Schematic diagram of the process for preparing hydrogel microspheres using the emulsion method ®® (Reprinted

under the terms of CC-BY Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, Copyright (2021) the Authors, published

by Elsevier)
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Figure 6 (a) Schematic diagram of a stop-flow lithography apparatus; (b) Curing of hydrogel microspheres under ultraviolet
Iight[76] (Reprinted under the terms of CC-BY Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, Copyright (2022) the
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Figure 10 Synthesis of CAL@PDA@GM using microfluidic technology and its application in the treatment of skull and

femoral defects in rats!**“l (Reprinted under the terms of CC-BY Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License,

Copyright (2025) the Authors, published by Elsevier)
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Figure 11 Schematic diagram of the synthesis of injectable hydrogel microspheres and its osteogenic enhancement mechanism
(Reprinted with permission from Ref. [119]; Copyright (2026) Elsevier)
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Figure 12 Schematic diagram of the preparation of vancomycin-loaded microspheres for treating osteomyelitis and their
therapeutic mechanism 2% (Reprinted under the terms of CC-BY Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License,
Copyright (2023) the Authors, published by The Royal Society of Chemistry)
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Figure 13 Schematic diagram of the construction of hypoxia-pretreated hydrogel microspheres and their therapeutic mechanism
on osteoarthritis cartilage™™®! (Reprinted under the terms of CC-BY Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License,
Copyright (2023) the Authors, published by Elsevier)
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