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“Intelligent” Polymers ; Applications in Medicine and Biotechnology

Allan S. Hoffman
(Center for Bioengineering ,FL — 20,University of Washington,Seattle /WA 98195,U. S. A)

Summary One can define “intelligent polymers” as those polymers which respond with large
property changes to small physical or chemical stimuli. These polymers may be in various forms,
such as in solution,on surface,or as solids. One may also combine “intelligent” aqueous polymer
systems with biomolecules,to yield a large family of polymers with respond “intelligently” to

physical ,chemical or biological stimuli. This article overviews such interesting and versatile poly-

mer systems.
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